388      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD

This small  incident  shows how  [easily] family
sentiments are ruffled.

Among the letters are some addressed to
Freytag by other than Royal personages. One is
from Herr von Normann, who at one time be-
longed to the Empress Frederick's household.
In the eighties he was her private secretary and
counsellor; he had been also her Hofmarschall.
He refers to the great piety of the Empress,
which he fears will have an influence upon the
Emperor William n., as he is not unbiassed enough
to follow the example of Frederick the Great,
to whose level he endeavours otherwise to raise
himself; he would take that Frederick as his
prototype* The Emperor William5 s whole develop-
ment is more a result of a negative reaction from
his mother than due to the positive principles of
his tutor. One can see [says Normann] that almost
all his views and convictions are decided by his
opposition to his mother* He has gradually come
to think and do, and consider right, everything
in exact opposition to his mother. The danger
which lies in this course is evident*1

In this attempt to  depict  some  of  u King
Edward's Dearest" it will be seen that I have
1 Professor Leinhaas, the Empress Frederick's confidential
friend and (unpaid) librarian, has traversed many of Freytag's
statements. Freytag died several years ago. His book caused
much sensation in Germany.